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1. Site Proposal - For all of the undergraduate music theory courses, and for many of the other music courses, students are required to notate music.  This can include short piano exercises in MUS 180 (Fundamentals of Music), arrangements for a chamber music ensemble in MUS 484 (Instrumentation and Orchestration), and complete compositions for a variety of instruments in MUS 381 (20th Century Music).  Although all of the members of the theory area understand the importance of using correct notation, there is no part of the curriculum specifically designed to teach it.  For the past two years, I have addressed this situation by requiring “fairly strict” notation standards of the students in MUS 381 (20th Century Music) and MUS 380 (Styles and Form).  However, one of the problems facing the students is that there is no concise set of materials to assist them in learning proper music notation.  There are numerous books, but these are expensive and overly detailed for most of their needs.  Despite a thorough search of the internet, I have not found any site that would be useful for our students.

The site is very simple.  There will be a main menu page explaining the general organization of the information.  Also on this page will be a list (buttons) for links to each of the pages (approximately 25).  Each topic will be contained on a single scrollable page containing graphic examples and explanations.  Also on each page will be the buttons to get directly to any of the other pages (intra-page navigation).  There are no interactive elements planned at this time.

2. Site Scope - The first phase is to complete creation of a 25 to 30 page website where the pages illustrate and explain proper notation for the most common musical situations.  The site will include an index page with a sitemap-looking navigational structure. Each page will have one or more detailed illustrations with annotations explaining the desired notation.  Within this site users will be able to navigate to any page from any other page, making it easy to locate specific material.

A partial list of topics includes:
- Stem direction for single notes and beamed notes
- Setting up the first line of a piece of music
- Placement of time signatures and key signature throughout a score
- Measure lines for individual instruments, the grand staff, and full scores
- Use of measure numbers and rehearsal letters


This is the first of a series of music theory modules that Ron would like to see implemented at Michigan State University.  Other possible modules include “A Historical Introduction To Cadences,” “The Innovations of the Ars Nova,” “An Aural Understanding of Stylistic Differences,” and “Music Theory Requirements for Entering Freshmen.”  

Careful consideration needs to be paid to the fact the this site will need to be sustained by the instructor. Page creation, editing, deletion as well as image creation needs to be performed by the instructor.
3. Timeline - It would be nice if this site was ready by the beginning of the Fall semester, 2005.  Even if all of the pages were not completed, it is reasonable to assume that a large portion would be ready.  Since the design phase would be complete, the remaining pages could be included at any time.


4. User Experience 

4.1 Audience Definition - The primary user is a university student, high school student, music instructor, and/or music teacher who needs information regarding placement of musical symbols in a score.  Manuscript techniques are highly technical, very specific, and often confusing to people who don’t do a lot of composing.  The user will come to this site for the correct method of writing into a score the primary and most often used symbols.  The user will most likely be familiar with using websites, but the site will be very user friendly.


5. Site Content 

5.1 Content Grouping and Labeling –

5.1.1 In addition to navigation buttons and text blocks, the site will use musical examples.  These examples will originate in the music notation program Finale and will then be manipulated to include callouts.  These can be done, with some effort, in Word or Freehand, and then saved as HTML.  At the initial meeting with Dr. Predko and Brendan Guenther, it was suggested that it may be better to create these callouts as Flash elements.  
5.2 Functional Requirements – Must allow students (and all interested parties) quick and easy access to this information.
5.3 Appendix B: Content Inventory -


6. Site Structure 

6.1 Technical - This will be a standard website design done using the most current standards for accessability, usability and extensibility. Using the xhtml/css specification defined by the W3C we can craft a site that meets all these needs and makes future revisions and redesigns extremely easy.
6.2 Site Map/Outline – The site map is very simple. An index page with subpages numbered sequentially and a directory for graphics.
index.htm
      ​​​​​— /graphics/
      ​​​​​— subpage01.htm
6.3 Global and Local Navigation Systems - 


7. Visual Design 

7.1 References – 

7.1.1 – http://www.badboy.ro – Nice highlighting of menu options and has applicable navigational style. Nice color combination, graphics, logo and font.
7.1.2 – http://www.justwatchthesky.com/2005/ - Nice and clean, attractive heading. Good colors, a little too busy but the artiness is cool.
7.1.3 – http://www.mosymphony.org/ - Nav button on left, very clean. Good header/footer/left navi. Heading spacing good. Not a picture but a design of some sort, like musical notation. Good footer and likes navigation colors.
7.1.4  - http://www.sonicdeath.co.uk/ - 2 rows of navigation on the left, larger typeface, wants header to run all the way across but left navigation is good.

7.2 Layout Grids -
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7.3 Design Sketches -

7.4 Page Mock-ups – In addition to navigation buttons and text blocks, the site will use musical examples.  These examples will originate in the music notation program Finale and will then be manipulated to include callouts.  These can be done, with some effort, in Word or Freehand, and then saved as HTML.

7.5 Web-based Prototype -


8. Server

8.1 Physical Location -

8.2 URL -

8.3 Technologies needed –

8.4 Technical Contacts - 


9. Site Maintenance
9.1 Sustaining the site – Page editing and diagram creation/editing will need to eventually be done by Ron. The first phase of the site may require a round of tweaks, but may remain mostly static and unchanged for the duration of the site’s life. Adding/editing/deleting pages to the site relies on server technology. Figuring out a way for Ron to edit/tweak both pages and graphics to site maintenance. For html pages, a template system of some fashion will suffice, as for the musical notations, research will need to be done to ascertain the easiest and best looking solution.
